David Ward, Basso Buffo

David Ward is one of America's leading basso buffos, bringing his dazzling patter, his hysterical
stage presence and his “shining bass” to productions of comic opera across the country. In over
20 productions of IL BARBIERE DI SIVIGLIA, he has portrayed his critically acclaimed Dr.
Bartolo twice on tour with the New York City Opera National Company, Nevada Opera,
Knoxville Opera, Kentucky Opera, Lake George Opera Festival, Opera Idaho, Toledo Opera,
Virginia Opera, El Paso Opera, Opera Roanoke, Philadelphia's Academy of Vocal Arts and the
Aspen Music Festival.

Mr. Ward is also acclaimed for his Donizetti roles: DON PASQUALE at the Lake George Opera
Festival, Sulpice LA FILLE DU REGIMENT with the New York City Opera National
Company, and Dr. Dulcamara L’ELISIR D’AMORE at Virginia Opera, El Paso Opera, Granite
State Opera, Bob Jones University and the Skylight Comic Opera. Opera News wrote of his
Dulcamara, “Ward juggled dizzying patter and demanding stage business with aplomb”.

Mr. Ward made his New York City Opera debut as Dr. Bartolo LE NOZZE DI FIGARO, a role
he also sang for Roanoke Opera, Nevada Opera and Opera Idaho. Other recent Mozart
performances include Don Alfonso COSI FAN TUTTE for the Chattanooga Symphony and the
Commendatore DON GIOVANNI for Lake George Opera Festival.

A versatile bass, Mr. Ward returned to New York Grand Opera in 2001 in Central Park to sing the
title role in FALSTAFF having sung Fra Melitone LA FORZA DEL DESTINO. At New York
Grand Opera’s Puccini Festival in 2002, he appeared as Geronte MANON LESCAUT and the
Sacristan TOSCA. His Sacristan has also been heard at Opera Ontario and Opera Delaware, and
his Benoit and Alcindoro LA BOHEME at New Orleans Opera, Chautauqua Festival (2003) and
for the Tokyo City Symphony in Japan.

During the 2002-2003 season, Mr. Ward returned to New York City Opera for productions of
GIANNI SCHICCHI, LE NOZZE DI FIGARO and IL BARBIERE DI SIVIGLIA. He also
returned to Opera Nevada for Franke in DIE FLEDERMAUS, a role he reprises for Opera Grand
Rapids in 2005. He also made his debut as Don Magnifico LA CENERENTOLA at Bob Jones
University, a role he reprised for Des Moines Metro Opera (2004) and Lyric Opera of San
Antonio (2005).

Mr. Ward made his Santa Fe Opera debut in the world premier of David Lang's MODERN
PAINTERS. He has also appeared with Utah Opera, Sarasota Opera, Cincinnati Opera,
Sacramento Opera and National Grand Opera. Mr. Ward has also portrayed such roles as Sancho
Panzo DON QUICHOTTE (in concert), the Musician Monk LE JONGLEUR DE NOTRE
DAME, Peter Quince A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM.

Operetta roles include Baron Zeta THE MERRY WIDOW, Prince Populescu COUNTESS
MARITZA, Van Bett in Lortzing's ZAR UND ZIMMERMAN, Calchas in Offenbach's LA
BELLE HELENE, Franke and Frosch DIE FLEDERMAUS, Kecal THE BARTERED BRIDE
and numerous roles in the Gilbert & Sullivan canon, among them THE MIKADO, a role he sang
in 2004 with Mobile Opera and Anchorage Opera. He sang Sir Joseph Porter HM'S PINAFORE
for the Lake George Opera Festival (2001). In 2004 he returned to Chattanooga to sing Dick
Dead Eye HMS PINAFORE.

With his roots in musical theater, Mr. Ward played Judge Turpin SWEENEY TODD for Portland
Opera, Arizona Opera (2004) and the Princeton Festival (2005). Other musical theater roles
include Pseudolus A FUNNY THING HAPPENED ON THE WAY TO THE FORUM, Tevye
FIDDLER ON THE ROOF, Charlemagne PIPPIN, Hajj, the Poet KISMET and Horace
Vandergelder HELLO DOLLY! Mr. Ward returns to Chautauqua Opera in 2005 as Mayor Shin
in THE MUSIC MAN.
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